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APPLICATION OF DR. ARUNA GOIGODA GAMAGE TO THE POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH GRANT 
OF THE GERDA HENKEL FOUNDATION 

 
Dear members of the selection committee, 
  
Being fully convinced of both the excellent abilities and the outstanding achievements of 
Aruna Goigoda Gamage, I wish to express the strongest possible support to his application to 
the Gerda Henkel Fellowship, which would allow him to carry out postdoctoral research at 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, under the joint mentorship of Dr. Petra Kieffer-
Pülz and myself.  
 
I started corresponding with Dr. Gamage in the fall of 2014, when I was Lecturer in Buddhist 
Studies at SOAS University of London. Eager to complete his training with a Ph.D. from a 
University in the United Kingdom, he successfully applied with my support to the 
competitive Commonwealth Fellowship, was granted a leave from his home institution, and 
received funding for a period of three years. He then settled in London in the fall of 2015. 
Until he left for his first postdoctoral project in Leiden, in August 2019, we met on a regular 
basis to discuss his research, and we have corresponded ever since. Dr. Gamage came to 
London with a truly impressive knowledge and understanding of Pali language and literature. 
His formidable memory allows him to quote in extenso not only large sections of the Pali 
canon, but also of commentaries and sub-commentaries. He has thus a rare command of the 
literature of a tradition (the Mahāvihāra, commonly called Theravāda), which has shaped for 
centuries and to this day the Buddhist cultures of Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia. 
 
The dissertation topic chosen by Mr. Gamage under my guidance, “The Theravāda Critique of 
Non-Theravāda Buddhist Views,” engaged with an important and still little-studied topic: the 
Theravādins’ “others”, and how debate with such religious groups contributed to shape the 
“correct” understanding of the canon propounded by the 4th/5th-century intellectual 
Buddhaghosa, his contemporaries and successors. Dr. Gamage’s systematic mining of the 
commentaries and sub-commentaries contrasts with the mere cherry-picking of many scholars 
in the field. His dissertation was examined by two leading scholars in the field of Pali 
exegetical literature, namely Prof. Gethin (Bristol) and Dr. Kieffer-Pülz (Mainz). The 
monograph derived from this dissertation, in press within the series Studia Indologica 
Universitatis Halensis at Halle University, will no doubt leave significant impact on the field. 
Besides completing his dissertation in a timely manner and revising it for publication in the 
last three years, Dr. Gamage has also been a prolific writer as may be seen from his list of 
recent publications, which include articles published in prestigious peer-reviewed journals. 
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GUEST LECTURE IN INDOLOGY & BUDDHIST STUDIES 
Mittwoch, 25. Januar, 16–18 Uhr c.t., Ludwigstr. 31, 427 

— 
 

The Four Inconceivable Points (acintyasthāna) in the Tathāgataguhyaka-sūtra and Its 
Influence on Early Mahāyāna Notions of Buddhahood 

 
Hiromitsu IKUMA (Taishō University) 

 
 
Abstract 

The Tathāgataguhyakasūtra (Ch. 如来秘密経) is an early and influential Mahāyāna scripture, first 

translated in the 3rd century by *Dharmarakṣa (竺法護), under the name *Guhyakādhipatinirdeśa (密
迹⾦剛⼒⼠経 ). In the 6th century, this text was further incorporated into Chapter 3 of the 

*Mahāratnakūṭa (⼤宝積経) collection by *Bodhiruci (菩提流志). I am currently preparing a new 

edition of the Sanskrit codex unicus. 

It has long been debated whether the Tathāgataguhya-dharmamukha (如来秘密法⾨) referred to 

in the Mahāparinirvāṇa-Mahāsūtra and the Vimalakīrtinirdeśa is the Tathāgataguhyakasūtra. This 

topic will be further explored in this presentation. I will also show that the group of “four inconceivable 

points” (*caturacintyasthāna, 四不可思議事) known to early canonical works such as the Aṅguttara-

Nikāya plays a significant role in the Tathāgataguhyakasūtra. Among these, the 

*buddhaviṣayācintyasthāna (佛⼟境界不可思議) will be discussed at length, which will lead us to 

consider some of the reasons that may have led to the composition of the Tathāgataguhyakasūtra.  

 

About the speaker 

Dr. Hiromitsu Ikuma is research fellow in the Institute for Comprehensive Studies of Buddhism, Taishō 

University. He received his Ph.D. from the Department of Indology and History of Indian Buddhism at 

the Graduate school of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University in 2019. He is currently working on an 

edition of the Sanskrit Tathāgataguhyakasūtra. He is involved in the Taisho University study group 

dedicated to the publication of a transliteration of the Gilgit manuscripts of the Larger Prajñāpāramitā. 

The same study group has recently undertaken to publish new transliterations of Central Asian 

manuscripts of the Lotus Sūtra 


